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This Project Advisory Support Service Agreement (“Agreement”) is made between:

European Investment Bank whose registered office is at 98-100, boulevard Konrad Adenauer, L-2590 Luxembourg, represented for the purposes of the signature of this Agreement by ……..
(“EIB”)

and

Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water whose registered office is at 22 Maria Luiza Blvd 1202 Sofia, Bulgaria, represented for the purposes of the signature of this Agreement by  ……………….
(“Recipient”)

together referred to as the “Parties”, each of them a “Party”.

WHEREAS: 


(a) the Parties acknowledge that the EIB and the Government of Bulgaria signed on 7 July 2022 a Memorandum of Understanding on Project Support for EU projects in Bulgaria (the “Memorandum”) which entered into force on 5 August 2022. The purpose of this Agreement is to set out the terms on which the EIB will provide Project Support to the Recipient, who has to be identified as beneficiary of EU Funds;

(b) the Parties further acknowledge that the EIB is the European Union's financing institution. Under Articles 174 and 175 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (“TFEU”) “In order to promote its overall harmonious development, the Union shall develop and pursue its actions leading to the strengthening of its economic, social and territorial cohesion” and “the Union shall also support the achievement of these objectives by the action it takes through the EU Structural Funds, the European Investment Bank and the other existing Financial Instruments”. The role of the EIB in assisting the implementation of the funds is also referred to in the Preamble and several provisions of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of 24 June 2021 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down common provisions for the 2021-2027 programming period;

(c) Pursuant to Article 18(7) of its Statute, as a complement to its lending activity, EIB may provide technical assistance services in accordance with the terms and conditions set out by its Board of Governors, acting by a qualified majority and in compliance with its Statute;

(d) the Recipient acknowledges that it is subject to audit requirements under the EU Funds Regulations and has to comply with all requirements applicable to beneficiaries under the EU Funds Regulations (including retention of documentation and requirements for qualification of any of the fees incurred under this Agreement as eligible expenditure under the EU Funds Regulations).

1. [bookmark: _Toc299626281][bookmark: _Toc510015546][bookmark: _Toc510015807][bookmark: _Toc510015937][bookmark: _Toc510016075][bookmark: _Toc510016207][bookmark: _Toc510016350][bookmark: a274564][bookmark: _Toc259609749]Definitions and Interpretation

1.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015547][bookmark: _Toc510015808][bookmark: _Toc510015938][bookmark: _Toc510016076][bookmark: _Toc510016208][bookmark: _Toc510016351]The definitions and rules of interpretation in this article apply in this Agreement (unless the context requires otherwise).

	Engagement
	means the engagement of the EIB by the Recipient on the terms of this Agreement.


	Beneficiary
	means “beneficiary” as defined in the applicable Regulation for the specific EU Funds

	Directive 2006/112/EC
	means the Council Directive 2006/112/EC of 28 November 2006 on the common system of value added tax, as amended by Council Directive 2008/8/EC of 12 February 2008.


	Progress Report
	means the report outlining the activities and progress made for the delivery of the Services, the submission of which triggers the payment of invoices submitted by the EIB. The structure of the Progress Report is outlined in Annex 8.


	Other Deliverables
	means various deliverables, other than the Progress Reports, that may be agreed by the Parties and indicated in the description of the Services, as outlined in Annex 1.


	Member States
	means the member states of the European Union.


	EU Funds
	means, the European Regional Development Fund (“ERDF”), Just Transition Fund (“JTF“), the European Social Fund+ (“ESF+”), the Cohesion Fund (“CF”) and the European Maritime and Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund (“EMFAF”), the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for Financial Support for Border Management and Visa policy under the Common Provisions Regulation for the programming period 2021-2027,
the funds under the Common Agricultural Policy, the funds available under NextGenerationEU and other funds which the Parties may agree from time to time in accordance with applicable EU legislation

	PAS Team
	means the Team comprised of members of the EIB Experts as outlined in Annex 1

	EIB expert(s)
	means the EIB staff providing the Services, as outlined in Annex 1, and/or coordinating and administering the work of Third Parties (as defined below) where necessary.


	EU
	means the European Union.

	Invention
	means any invention, idea, discovery, development, improvement or innovation made by the EIB in connection with the provision of the Services, whether or not patentable or capable of registration, and whether or not recorded in any medium.


	Capacity
	means as lender, borrower, agent, consultant, director, employee, owner, partner, shareholder or in any other capacity.


	Outputs
	means the Deliverables, Other Deliverables and Progress Reports to be delivered under this Agreement.


	Commencement Date
	means the date of commencement for the Services, as indicated in Article 2 of this Agreement.


	Confidential Information
	means any information provided by the Parties in relation to the Agreement which is:
(i) in written or other permanent (incl. electronic) form; 
(ii) clearly and conspicuously identified by the relevant Party as “Confidential Information”; and 
(iii) delivered for the attention of the designated contact person of each Party for this Agreement. 


	Recipient
	means the Bulgarian Ministry of Environment and Water, as recipient for the Services to be provided under this Agreement.


	Intellectual Property Rights
	means patents, rights to Inventions, copyright and related rights, trademarks, trade names and domain names, rights in get-up, rights in goodwill or to sue for passing off, rights in designs, rights in computer software, database rights, rights in confidential information (including know-how and trade secrets) and any other intellectual property rights, of the EIB, in each case whether registered or unregistered and including all applications (or rights to apply) for, and renewals or extensions of, such rights and all similar or equivalent rights or forms of protection which may now or in the future subsist in any part of the world.


	EU Rules
	means the Regulations related to EU Funds as subsequently modified or updated, and any other applicable EU regulations, directives or guidelines.


	Works
	means all records, reports, documents, papers, drawings, designs, transparencies, photos, graphics, logos, typographical arrangements, software programs, inventions, ideas, discoveries, training materials, methodologies, models, policy developments, improvements or innovations and all materials embodying them in whatever form, including but not limited to hard copy and electronic form, prepared by EIB in connection with the provision of the Services.


	EU Regulations
	means Reg. 1056/2021, Reg. 1057/2021, Reg. 1058/2021, Reg. 1059/2021, Reg. 1060/2021 and related delegated acts, as well as any other EU legislation applicable to the EU Funds, as subsequently modified or updated.

	Deliverables
	means the results to be delivered by EIB under this Agreement, as specified in Annex 1.


	Agreement
	means this agreement and its Annexes.


	Global Price Arrangement
	means the payment arrangement by which the Price payable in respect of the Services is a lump sum.

	Third party(-ies)
	means service providers who may be procured by the EIB to perform part of the Services and for whom EIB will be paid the cost of their Services plus the EIB co-ordination cost of 15%.

	Managing Authority
	means “managing authority” as defined in the applicable Regulation for the specific EU Funds.

	Services
	means the services to be provided by the EIB to the Recipient of the nature and to the extent as set out in Annex 1.


	Price
	has the meaning given to it in Article 5.

	Article
	means an article of this Agreement.


	
	

	Operational Programme or OP
	means a document submitted by a Member State and adopted by the Commission setting out a development strategy with a coherent set of priorities to be carried out with the aid of a EU Fund, 

	
	

	

	



[bookmark: _Toc510015548][bookmark: _Toc510015809][bookmark: _Toc510015939][bookmark: _Toc510016077][bookmark: _Toc510016209][bookmark: _Toc510016352]1.2	The headings in this Agreement are inserted for convenience only and shall not affect its construction.

1.3 [bookmark: _Toc510015549][bookmark: _Toc510015810][bookmark: _Toc510015940][bookmark: _Toc510016078][bookmark: _Toc510016210][bookmark: _Toc510016353]A reference to EU Rules and any particular law or regulation is a reference to it as it is in force for the time being taking account of any amendment, extension, or re-enactment and includes any subordinate legislation for the time being in force made under it.

1.4 [bookmark: _Toc510015550][bookmark: _Toc510015811][bookmark: _Toc510015941][bookmark: _Toc510016079][bookmark: _Toc510016211][bookmark: _Toc510016354]Unless the context otherwise requires, a reference to one gender shall include a reference to the other gender.

1.5 [bookmark: _Toc510015551][bookmark: _Toc510015812][bookmark: _Toc510015942][bookmark: _Toc510016080][bookmark: _Toc510016212][bookmark: _Toc510016355]Capitalized terms used in this Agreement will have the meanings given to such terms in this Agreement, unless stated otherwise. Unless the context otherwise requires capitalized terms and expressions defined in EU Rules have the same meaning when used herein, unless otherwise defined herein. 

1.6 [bookmark: _Toc510015552][bookmark: _Toc510015813][bookmark: _Toc510015943][bookmark: _Toc510016081][bookmark: _Toc510016213][bookmark: _Toc510016356]Words in the singular include the plural and in the plural include the singular.

1.7 [bookmark: _Toc510015553][bookmark: _Toc510015814][bookmark: _Toc510015944][bookmark: _Toc510016082][bookmark: _Toc510016214][bookmark: _Toc510016357]References to the “EIB Group” will be references to the European Investment Bank and the European Investment Fund, in each case including their respective governing bodies.

1.8 [bookmark: _Toc510015554][bookmark: _Toc510015815][bookmark: _Toc510015945][bookmark: _Toc510016083][bookmark: _Toc510016215][bookmark: _Toc510016358]Annexes to this Agreement form part of and are incorporated into this Agreement, as per the following list of Annexes:
· [bookmark: _Toc510015559][bookmark: _Toc510015820][bookmark: _Toc510015950][bookmark: _Toc510016088][bookmark: _Toc510016220][bookmark: _Toc510016363][bookmark: a868333][bookmark: _Toc259609750][bookmark: _Toc299626282]Annex 1: 	Template Services: Description of the Project Support Services 
· Annex 2: 	Bank Account Details – EIB
· Annex 3: 	Template invoice – Third Party
· Annex 4: 	Template Inception report
· Annex 5: 	Template Interim report
· Annex 6:	Task Order Template
· Annex 7: 	Template Report on Specific Task
· Annex 8:	Template Progress Report as a Basis for Interim Payment 
· Annex 9: 	Template Final Report as a Basis for Final Payment
· Annex 10:	Template Service Provider Timesheet
In the event of any ambiguities, conflicts or inconsistencies between or among any of the provisions of this Agreement, including the Annexes, the provisions of the core terms of this Agreement shall take precedence.

2. Entry into Force and Duration of the Services

2.1 [bookmark: a248817]This Agreement will enter into force on the date the last Party signs.
2.2 The Recipient shall engage the EIB and the EIB shall provide the Services on the terms of this Agreement.
2.3 The EIB will commence the performance of the Services on the Commencement Date and the period of delivery of the Services by the EIB is no later than 15 January 2027, as further detailed in Annex 1. The administrative closure of this Agreement is until 01 March 2027. 

3. [bookmark: _Toc510015562][bookmark: _Toc510015823][bookmark: _Toc510015953][bookmark: _Toc510016091][bookmark: _Toc510016223][bookmark: _Toc510016366][bookmark: a255453][bookmark: _Toc259609751]Outputs

3.1 The EIB shall submit the Deliverables agreed with the Recipient in accordance with Annex 1. 

3.2 The Progress Report is outlining the activities and progress made by the EIB for the delivery of the Services.

3.3 Independently of the submission of the Progress Reports for payment purposes, Parties may also agree on the delivery by the EIB of Other Deliverables during the provision of Services.

4. [bookmark: _Toc510015563][bookmark: _Toc510015824][bookmark: _Toc510015954][bookmark: _Toc510016092][bookmark: _Toc510016224][bookmark: _Toc510016367]Duties

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015564][bookmark: _Toc510015825][bookmark: _Toc510015955][bookmark: _Toc510016093][bookmark: _Toc510016225][bookmark: _Toc510016368]During the Engagement, the EIB procures that it and, where appropriate, the Third Parties that it commissions in accordance with Article 4.2 will use their reasonable endeavours to perform the Services for the Recipient.
4.2 The EIB, at its sole discretion, may commission a Third Party to perform part of the Services. The EIB will inform the Recipient of the engagement of such Third party. The Recipient agrees, acknowledges and accepts that the EIB will apply its own procurement rules when engaging the services of Third Parties (including the rules on conflict of interests). The EIB shall inform the Recipient of the engagement of such Third Parties, it being understood that such commissioning by the EIB of Third Parties shall not create, nor be construed to create, any contractual relationship between such Third Party and the Recipient.
4.3 The EIB will not be subject to verification of compliance with its own procurement rules by third parties, except in accordance with Article 12.3.
4.4 The EIB shall invoice the Recipient in accordance with Article 5.
4.5 The Parties agree that the Recipient shall act as the main counterpart to the EIB for the purposes of this Agreement and that the EIB may, unless expressly stated otherwise, assume that any notice, approval or other communication provided by the Recipient to the EIB in relation to this Agreement represents the views of the Recipient and of any and all other entities benefitting from the Services, as these are identified in this Agreement.
4.6 The Recipient shall provide all necessary available information and assistance in order to enable the EIB (including the Third Parties procured by the EIB) to perform the Services. Subject to the provisions of Article 8 (Confidential Information), any documents or information of which the EIB becomes aware pursuant to the performance of the Services may be shared for the purpose of performing the Services amongst the EIB Experts and with Third Parties involved in the performance of the Services.
4.7 The Recipient warrants that any information provided to the EIB pursuant to this Agreement is and will be accurate and that the EIB shall be entitled to rely on such information and assistance without enquiry as to the accuracy or origin of the same.
4.8 The Recipient shall, and shall procure that their staff, cooperate with the EIB and Third Party commissioned by the EIB, as required.
4.9 The Recipient shall timely inform the EIB of any law, regulation or administrative act which may have an impact on the performance of the Services. The Recipient undertakes to comply with all laws and regulations applicable to it.
4.10 While the EIB undertakes to mobilize all reasonable means available to it to carry out the Services in a timely manner, the work programme and timetable set for the delivery of the Services under the Agreement have been prepared in good faith based on information currently available to the EIB, and are given on an indicative basis only, assuming that: (i) the Recipient will carry out its respective duties in a satisfactory and timely manner; (ii) the Recipient will at all times act in a timely manner in providing information, making decisions and providing necessary support as provided herein and as requested from time to time by the EIB; and (iii) the Recipient will ensure the cooperation of other competent public authorities whose cooperation is necessary for the timely delivery of the Services.

5. [bookmark: _Toc75855248][bookmark: _Toc132112049][bookmark: a930147][bookmark: _Toc259609754][bookmark: _Toc299626285][bookmark: _Toc510015602][bookmark: _Toc510015863][bookmark: _Toc510015993][bookmark: _Toc510016131][bookmark: _Toc510016263][bookmark: _Toc510016406]Payments
5.1 In consideration for providing the Services, the Recipient shall pay to the EIB a maximum amount based on an all-inclusive rate in respect of the Services provided, net of any indirect or sales taxes (the “Price”). The Price payable in respect of the Services (as described in the Annex 1) shall not exceed a total of 2 500 000 EUR, exclusive of VAT, as follows:
· A lump sum of EUR 600 000, to cover the cost of the Services provided by EIB Experts;
· Up to EUR 1 900 000, to cover the cost of the Services provided by Third Parties (up to EUR 1 652 000 EUR), plus the corresponding ElB co-ordination cost of 15% (247 830 EUR ).
The actual amount payable to the EIB will depend on the thе actual cost of the Services provided by the Third Parties plus the co-ordination cost for the Third Parties. 

5.2 Payments will be made in accordance with the payment schedule below.

	Payment Schedule – Services provided by EIB Experts and/or Third Parties (including the EIB coordination cost) 


	Amount of Instalment
	Event upon which payment is due


	Advance payment of 
EUR 120 000
	Signature of this Agreement

	Interim payments 
	Once every six months, upon approval of the final version of the Progress Report (see 5.9 and 5.11) based on (i) the costs for Third Parties invoiced to EIB during the relevant period plus the 15% coordination cost plus (ii) a lump-sum for EIB Experts of EUR 100 000) (iii) minus a proportional deduction of the advance payment (see 5.4), where applicable

	Final payment
	Final approval by the Recipient of the Outputs and based on any outstanding cost during the relevant period



Depending on the actual expenditure and needs during the implementation of the Agreement, and subject to the mutual agreement of both Parties through written notification, the funds can be transferred between the 2 sub-categories (EIB Experts, Third Parties).
5.3 The EIB will submit an invoice to the Recipient after the event upon which the payment is due occurs. Payments shall be made in euros, without any deductions whatsoever for taxes, duties, charges or other withholdings and notwithstanding any pending dispute between the Parties, to the account designated in Annex 2 (Bank Account Details – EIB) and shall be based on the invoices submitted by the EIB in accordance with Article 5.5.
5.4 The Recipient shall make the advance payment in the amount of EUR 120 000 upon signature of this Agreement, within 45 calendar days after receipt from the EIB of the invoice (without any further supporting documents) requesting the specific amount as advance payment. The amount of the advance payment shall be deducted proportionally (25% of the advance payment) from the first 4 interim payments for EIB Experts.
5.5 For all payments except the advance payment, depending on whether the Services are provided by the EIB Experts or Third parties, the EIB will submit to the Recipient invoices which give details of the costs related to the Services provided by EIB Experts and/or invoices which give details of the costs related to the Services provided by Third Parties (Annex 3). 
5.6 The invoices for Services provided by EIB Experts should include the amount payable, the title and number of the contract, the subject of the respective invoice, the UMIS number of the budget line under Priority 6 “Technical assistance” in PE 2021-2027 and the Progress Report (Annex 8). 
5.7 Where Services will be provided by Third Parties, the EIB will conclude service contracts with the Third parties in accordance with its own procedures, which may be either a fee-based or Global Price Arrangements, depending on the nature of the Services to be provided. The invoices for Services provided by Third parties should include the amount payable, the title and number of the contract, the subject of the respective invoice and the following supporting documents: 
· for fee-based service contracts (as defined in Schedule 1, Section II of the Memorandum) between the EIB and Third parties: copy of Third parties’ invoices, Progress Report (see Article 5.8) and timesheets in the format provided by the Third Parties; 
· for Global Price Arrangements concluded between the EIB and Third Parties: copies of Third parties’ invoices and Progress Report (see Article 5.8).
5.8 One invoice shall be submitted by the EIB, including the Services provided by both the EIB Experts and the Third Parties, together with the supporting documents indicated in Articles 5.6 and 5.7. Likewise, the EIB will aim at aggregating the different Progress Reports to the maximum extent possible and submit only one Progress Report (covering the activities of both EIB Experts and Third Parties).
5.9 Invoices and timesheets, where necessary, will be provided in English only, while the draft and final versions of the Progress Reports and Other Deliverables indicated in the description of the Services, if any, (such as inception report, task-related report, workshop report, final report) will be provided in English and translated into Bulgarian[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Only the English language version of the Progress Reports constitutes the authentic version.] 

5.10 Independently of the submission of the Progress Reports for payment purposes, Parties may agree for the delivery by the EIB of Other Deliverables as indicated in the description of the Services, including but not limited to, inception report, task related report, quarterly update report, workshop report, final report, as outlined in Annex 1.
5.11 The Outputs submitted by the EIB will be subject to an approval process by the Recipient after the Bank submits the English version and the Bulgarian translation. The Bulgarian translation shall be submitted a maximum of 5 working days after the English version. The Outputs are deemed approved by the Recipient, if the Recipient does not, within 15 working days after receipt of the Bulgarian translation, declare in writing to the EIB the non-acceptance of the Outputs and substantiates the reasons for such non-acceptance. If modifications are requested by the Recipient, the latter shall explicitly justify in its opinion the clarifications or amendments required, inviting the EIB to resubmit the revised Outputs or the parts to be revised (both the English version and the Bulgarian translation) within a period of 10 working days from the receipt of this opinion by the EIB. Where Recipient’s comments are justified (i.e. content is being incorrect, inaccurate, incomplete, misleading, inappropriate or irrelevant), EIB will take them into account when revising the Outputs, however the EIB shall provide the Services under this Agreement only in accordance with its standards and based on the relevant data available. Within 10 working days upon the submission of the revised Outputs (or their part to be revised), the Recipient will have to review them in order to provide its approval (including its approval with comments). In case the Recipient expresses no opinion on the revised Outputs within 10 working days from their submission, the revised Outputs are considered being tacitly approved.
5.12 Parties may agree in writing, in accordance with the provisions of Annex 1, for a number of Deliverables or Other Deliverables to be submitted in a single language version. In such case, the procedure described in the above paragraph will apply mutatis mutandis.
5.13 In the case of services provided by Third Parties in accordance with Article 4.3, the EIB will invoice the Recipient the costs of these services as well as a “co-ordination cost” of 15% of the amount of the cost of services provided by Third Parties to cover the EIB’s services associated with coordinating and administering the work of Third Parties. This co-ordination cost will correspond to a flat fee not subject to the submission of timesheets.
5.14 In consideration for providing the Services, the Recipient shall pay the invoice submitted by the EIB (other than the invoice for the advance payment) within 45 calendar days of approval (including tacit approval) of the relevant Progress Report, in accordance with Article 5.11.
5.15 Pursuant to Council Directive 2006/112/EC, as subsequently amended, the Recipient understands that the amount payable may be subject to VAT in Bulgaria. In such case, the Recipient shall be fully responsible for and shall indemnify the EIB for and in respect of payment of any amount made in connection with either the performance of the Services or any payment or benefit received by the Recipient (or its associates) in respect of the Services.

6. Conflict of Interests and Other Activities

6.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015603][bookmark: _Toc510015864][bookmark: _Toc510015994][bookmark: _Toc510016132][bookmark: _Toc510016264][bookmark: _Toc510016407]Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent the EIB Group from being engaged, performing services (including Project Support), providing finance, equity or guarantees, or having any financial interest in any Capacity in any other business sector, trade, profession or occupation during the Engagement.

6.2 [bookmark: _Toc510015604][bookmark: _Toc510015865][bookmark: _Toc510015995][bookmark: _Toc510016133][bookmark: _Toc510016265][bookmark: _Toc510016408]Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent the EIB Group from continuing its current engagements or acting in the future in multiple capacities, including as financier, lender, equity provider, shareholder, fund (including holding fund) manager, agent or adviser, in relation to the Recipient, or to other parties which operate in the same field of business as the Recipient.

6.3 [bookmark: _Toc510015605][bookmark: _Toc510015866][bookmark: _Toc510015996][bookmark: _Toc510016134][bookmark: _Toc510016266][bookmark: _Toc510016409]The EIB will manage any potential conflict of interest issues in accordance with EIB internal rules and procedures regarding the management of conflicts of interest.  The Parties will cooperate with one another in order to properly manage any actual, potential or perceived conflict of interests.

7. [bookmark: _Toc299626286][bookmark: _Toc510015606][bookmark: _Toc510015867][bookmark: _Toc510015997][bookmark: _Toc510016135][bookmark: _Toc510016267][bookmark: _Toc510016410]Code of Conduct, applicable policies and representations, data protection

7.1 [bookmark: _Toc299626287][bookmark: a229225][bookmark: _Toc259609755]The Recipient acknowledges that the EIB is bound by its Anti-Fraud Policy, its weakly regulated, non-transparent and uncooperative jurisdictions Policy, and its Anti-Money Laundering and Combating Financing of Terrorism Framework as amended and supplemented from time to time and published in the Banks website, aiming at preventing Criminal Offences, tax fraud, tax evasion or harmful tax practices in its activities and/or operations. It is the common understanding of the Parties that they shall endeavour to ensure that all activities and/or operations relating to this Agreement are free from any fraud, corruption, coercion, collusion, obstruction, money laundering, financing of terrorism, tax fraud, tax evasion or harmful tax practices (the “Criminal Offences”).
7.2 The Recipient represents and warrants that neither the Recipient nor any other person acting on its behalf or under its control has committed any Criminal Offences in connection with this Agreement and that to the best of its knowledge, no funds (if any) provided by the Recipient under this Agreement are of illicit origin, including products of money laundering or linked to the financing of terrorism. The Recipient shall promptly inform the EIB if at any time it becomes aware of the illicit origin of any such funds or if any fact or information confirming or reasonably suggesting that a Criminal Offence has occurred in connection with the Agreement.
7.3 The Recipient represents and warrants that it is not the target or otherwise subject of or in breach of any Sanction[footnoteRef:2]; the Recipient warrants and represents that to the best of its knowledge and belief, no Relevant Person[footnoteRef:3] is the target or otherwise subject of or in breach of any Sanction. Both Parties acknowledge that the Recipient’s representations and undertakings set out in any part of this Agreement are only sought and given to the extent that to do so is permissible pursuant to any applicable anti-boycott rule of the European Union, such as Regulation (EC) 2271/96 of 22 November 1996 protecting against the effects of the extra-territorial application of legislation adopted by a third country and actions based thereon or resulting therefrom, as amended from time to time. [2:  For the purposes of the Agreement the term Sanction refers to the economic or financial sanctions laws, regulations, trade embargoes or other restrictive measures (including, in particular, but not limited to, measures related to the financing of terrorism) enacted, administered, implemented or enforced from time to time by any of the following: the United Nations, and/or the EU and any agency or person which is duly appointed, empowered or authorized by the United Nations and/or the EU to enact, administer, implement and /or enforce Sanctions or the United States Department of the Treasury Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), the United States Department of State and/or the United States Department of Commerce.]  [3:  For the purposes of this Agreement Relevant Person shall mean: i) For Recipients with status of private entity: any member of its management bodies; or any of its employees or any other person acting on behalf of the Recipient or under the Recipient’s control, having the power to give directions and exercise control with respect to the Agreement ii) For Recipients with status of public entity: any official or representative, or any other person acting on its behalf or under its control, having the power to give directions and exercise control with respect to the Agreement.] 

7.4 The Recipient undertakes not to breach, nor cause the EIB to breach, any Sanctions and shall inform the EIB in writing as soon as possible of any “Sanction Event” occurs, that is where the Recipient or any Relevant Person breaches or becomes in breach of or becomes the target or otherwise the subject of a Sanction. The Recipient undertakes to exclude any Relevant Person affected by a Sanction Event from any activities related to the Agreement within a reasonable timeframe and keep the EIB informed. The Recipient undertakes not to maintain or enter into a business relationship in relation to the Services or make all or part of the proceeds of the Services under this Agreement available to or for the benefit of (directly or indirectly) any person or entity that is the target or otherwise subject to any Sanction. The Client undertakes to inform the EIB promptly on changes affecting its ownership, control or holding interest situation that may result in a Sanction Event or cause the EIB to breach a Sanction. The Recipient shall ensure that it maintains appropriate internal controls and safeguards designed to prevent the violation of any Sanction.
7.5 Terms defined in EU General Data Protection Regulation 2016/679 (the “GDPR”) and Regulation EU 2018/1725, including the terms “controller”, “data subject”, “personal data”, “personal data breach”, “processing”, “processor” and “supervisory authority”, have the same meanings when used in this article.
7.6 The Parties acknowledge that they have to comply with the obligations set forth by the data protection legislation applicable to their operation and their mutual understanding that each party will act as an independent controller, and not a processor on behalf of or joint controller with the other party, when processing personal data in connection with this Agreement. 
7.7 When disclosing information other than mere contact information relating to the Recipient personnel involved in the management of this Agreement to the EIB in connection with this Agreement, the Recipient shall redact or otherwise amend that information (as necessary) so that it does not contain any personal data, except where this Agreement specifically requires, or the EIB specifically in writing requests, the disclosure of that information including personal data.
7.8 The Recipient shall comply with the GDPR and all other applicable data protection and data privacy laws (the “Data Protection Laws”) in disclosing personal data to the EIB or otherwise processing personal data in connection with this Agreement.
7.9 If the provision of the Services under this Agreement involves processing of personal data by the EIB, the EIB shall do so in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC (OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p.39-98). For the Bank, the terms controller and personal data have the meaning defined in Article 3 of the above-mentioned Regulation.
7.10 Before disclosing any personal data to the EIB in connection with this Agreement, the Recipient shall ensure that each data subject of those personal data:
(a) has been informed of the disclosure (including the categories of personal data to be disclosed); and
(b) has received the information in the EIB privacy statement that can be consulted here: https://www.eib.org/en/privacy/lending.htm.

8. [bookmark: _Toc510015608][bookmark: _Toc510015869][bookmark: _Toc510015999][bookmark: _Toc510016137][bookmark: _Toc510016269][bookmark: _Toc510016412]Confidential Information 

8.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015609][bookmark: _Toc510015870][bookmark: _Toc510016000][bookmark: _Toc510016138][bookmark: _Toc510016270][bookmark: _Toc510016413]The Parties acknowledge that, in the course of the performance of the Services, they may have access to Confidential Information owned by the other Party and disclosed to them pursuant to the terms of this Agreement. 

8.2 [bookmark: _Toc510015610][bookmark: _Toc510015871][bookmark: _Toc510016001][bookmark: _Toc510016139][bookmark: _Toc510016271][bookmark: _Toc510016414]The Parties undertake to designate information contained in any document or other file as Confidential Information only if, and to the extent that, they believe in good faith that such information is in fact confidential. 

8.3 [bookmark: _Toc510015611][bookmark: _Toc510015872][bookmark: _Toc510016002][bookmark: _Toc510016140][bookmark: _Toc510016272][bookmark: _Toc510016415]Subject to Article 8.2 above, the Parties shall hold in confidence the Confidential Information using the same rules and standard of care they use to protect their own confidential information, and shall not divulge, disclose or make available any part thereof externally. Any disclosure of Confidential Information by a Party will not be considered to have been in breach of the obligations foreseen in this Article to the extent that:

(a) the disclosure is authorized by the other Party;
(b)   the Confidential Information disclosed is or becomes public knowledge other than through breach of this Article;
(c)   the Confidential Information is disclosed, or access to Confidential Information is granted, by the EIB to a Third Party it engages for the performance of the Services, to the extent that disclosure is required to enable the Third Party to perform the services commissioned from it by the EIB, if such Third Party has undertaken towards the EIB to treat such information as confidential or is bound by a general professional duty of confidentiality;
(d)   the Confidential Information is disclosed to the Parties’ own management and governing bodies, to enable effective management or auditing of the activities directly related to this Agreement;
(e)   disclosure of and/or access to Confidential Information is authorised or required by a treaty, law, by a Court order or by any rules or regulations issued by any competent regulatory authority, which are applicable to the disclosing Party;
(f) if information is required or requested to be disclosed by any court of competent jurisdiction or any governmental, banking, taxation or other regulatory authority or similar body, or by any equivalent body of the European Union or of any of its Member States;
(g) if information if required to be disclosed in connection with and for the purposes of any litigation, arbitration, administrative or other investigations, proceedings or disputes;
(h)   the Confidential Information is disclosed by a Party in order to protect its interests in the course of any legal or arbitration proceedings to which it is a party;
(i)   the Confidential Information is disclosed or access to Confidential Information is granted pursuant to the obligations prescribed in Article 12 (Audit), under the understanding that the entities specified therein are bound by a general professional duty of confidentiality;
(j)   the information designated as confidential by the Recipient is of a type which, in accordance with the EIB’s Transparency Policy and Anti- Fraud Policy (as of the time of disclosure), is accessible upon request or published in summary format on the EIB’s website.

8.4 [bookmark: _Toc510015612][bookmark: _Toc510015873][bookmark: _Toc510016003][bookmark: _Toc510016141][bookmark: _Toc510016273][bookmark: _Toc510016416]The obligations herein mentioned under this Article 8 shall expire 2 years after the payment of the last in voice under this Agreement or until the Parties commonly agree in writing that the information no longer qualifies as confidential.

9. [bookmark: a759246][bookmark: _Toc259609757][bookmark: _Toc299626288][bookmark: _Toc510015613][bookmark: _Toc510015874][bookmark: _Toc510016004][bookmark: _Toc510016142][bookmark: _Toc510016274][bookmark: _Toc510016417]Works and Intellectual Property

9.1 For the purposes of this Agreement, intellectual property rights shall be understood to mean any copyright and related rights, rights in designs, database rights, rights in computer software, domain names, trademarks, service marks, patents, trade names or any applications for any of the foregoing, rights in confidential information (including know-how and trade secrets) or similar rights or obligations, whether registerable or not, moral rights, in each case whether registered or unregistered and including all applications (or rights to apply) for, and renewals or extensions of, such rights and all similar or equivalent rights or forms of protection which may now or in the future subsist in any part of the world (the “Intellectual Property Rights”).
9.2 The pre-existing Intellectual Property Rights of any of the Parties in any reports, studies, analyses or other documents used by the Parties in connection with this Agreement shall remain with that Party. 
9.3 The Intellectual Property Rights in new materials prepared by the EIB in connection with this Agreement shall belong to the Recipient. Subject to the confidentiality rules stated in Article 8 above, the Recipient hereby grants to the EIB an irrevocable, non-exclusive, royalty-free, perpetual licence with rights to grant sub-licenses, with respect to any new materials delivered by the EIB to the Recipient in the performance of this Agreement. The EIB will have the right to use freely, including by storing, modifying, translating, displaying, reproducing by any technical procedure, publishing or communicating by any medium, any results deriving from the performance of the Services, whatever their form.

10. [bookmark: a756152][bookmark: _Toc259609758][bookmark: _Toc299626289][bookmark: _Toc510015615][bookmark: _Toc510015876][bookmark: _Toc510016006][bookmark: _Toc510016144][bookmark: _Toc510016276][bookmark: _Toc510016419]Liability and Force Majeure

10.1 To the maximum extent permitted by the applicable law, the Bank shall bear no contractual liability towards the Recipient, its employees, agents or officers upon any claim for any special direct, indirect or incidental damage of any kind suffered or incurred by the Recipient, including without limitation economic damage or any damages resulting from loss of use, loss of business, loss of revenue, loss of profits arising in connection with this Agreement, the EIB’s performance of Services or of any other obligations relating to this Agreement, unless such loss, damage or expense shall be proven to result directly from fraud, gross negligence or willful misconduct of the EIB.
10.2 The Bank makes no representation or warranty as to the outcome of the advisory activities or as to the accuracy or completeness of any reports, documents or analyses prepared or delivered in connection with the performance of the Services. The Recipient shall make its own assessment on the appropriateness of the Services for the use it intends to make thereof and the EIB shall not bear any liability in that respect.
10.3 The Recipient accepts and agrees that any course of action taken or to be taken, or not taken or not to be taken by the Recipient must be decided upon solely by the Recipient based upon its own evaluation of the relevant circumstances and the EIB is not responsible for, and shall have no liability for, any course of action taken, or not taken, by the Recipient and the determination whether to accept any proposals, presentations or recommendations provided by the EIB arising out of the Services shall be made solely by the Recipient and the Recipient shall have the option, in its sole discretion, to accept, reject or modify any comments rendered to them by the EIB.
10.4 The EIB’s total aggregate liability to the Recipient under this Agreement shall not exceed the Price which was paid to the EIB by the Recipient pursuant to Article 5.1 up to the date the liability arises pursuant to this Article 10.
10.5 The Recipient agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the EIB, its employees, officers, Governors, delegates, servants and agents from and against any and all losses, claims, demands, damages or liabilities of any kind (collectively “Liabilities”) relating to or arising under, out of or in connection with the activities performed or services furnished pursuant to this Agreement (including, without limitation, the Services). The Recipient shall not, however, be responsible for any such Liabilities or expenses to the extent that they are judicially determined, by a court from which there is no right of appeal, to have resulted solely from the EIB’s, its employees’, officers’, Governors’, delegates’, servants’ or agents’ bad faith, gross negligence or willful misconduct in the performance of the Services. 
10.6 Force majeure shall mean any unforeseeable exceptional situation or event beyond the parties control which is not attributable to error or negligence on their part, proves insurmountable in spite all due diligence and prevents them from fulfilling any of their obligations under the Agreement. Delays in making information, necessary for the provision of the Services, available to the EIB or financial difficulties affecting the Recipient may not be invoked as force majeure. A Party faced with force majeure shall inform the other Party in writing without delay stating the nature, probable duration and foreseeable effects. The Party faced with force majeure shall not be held in breach of his obligations under the Agreement if he is prevented from fulfilling them by force majeure. The Parties shall make every effort to minimize any damage due to force majeure.


11. [bookmark: a858155][bookmark: _Toc259609759][bookmark: _Toc299626290][bookmark: _Toc510015621][bookmark: _Toc510015882][bookmark: _Toc510016012][bookmark: _Toc510016150][bookmark: _Toc510016282][bookmark: _Toc510016425]Termination

11.1 [bookmark: a74374]Each Party may terminate the Agreement with a 2-month prior written notice to the other Party, if either Party believes in good faith that the purposes of this Agreement can no longer be effectively or appropriately carried out. Upon receipt of such notice, the Parties shall take all appropriate steps to close in an orderly manner the on-going activities under this Agreement.
11.2 Either Party may terminate this Agreement with immediate effect and without incurring any liability by serving a written notice to the other Party (for the purposes of this Article 11, the “Other Party”), if at any time:
(a) the Other Party is found guilty of any fraud, gross negligence or wilful misconduct; 
(b) the Other Party commits a material breach of any of the provisions of this Agreement; 
(c) the Other Party or any of its representatives is convicted of any criminal offence; 
(d) the Other Party makes a resolution for its winding up, makes an arrangement or composition with its creditors or makes an application to a court of competent jurisdiction for protection from its creditors or an administration or a winding-up order is made or an administrator or receiver is appointed in relation to that Party; 
(e) the Other Party acts in any manner which in the opinion of the Party brings or is likely to bring this Party into disrepute or is materially adverse to the interests of this Party and the Other Party fails to comply with this Party’s request to cure. 
11.3 The EIB may terminate this Agreement with immediate effect and without incurring any liability by serving a written notice to the Recipient, if at any time:
(a) The Recipient is found guilty of prohibited conduct as defined in the Banks’s relevant policy documents published in its website[footnoteRef:4]. Prohibited conduct includes corruption, fraud, coercion, collusion, obstruction, money laundering and financing terrorism; [4:  www.eib.org/en/publications/anti-fraud-policy.htm?f=search&media=search] 

(b) The Recipient or any entity or person which directly or indirectly owns or controls or directs the Recipient or of which the Recipient acts on behalf of, or any Relevant Person is affected by the Sanction Event referred to in Article 7.
(c) The Recipient acts in any manner which in the opinion of the EIB brings or is likely to bring the EIB into disrepute or is materially adverse to the interests of the EIB and the Recipient fails to comply with the EIB’s request to cure;
(d) The force majeure situation mentioned under point 10.6. lasts for more than 90 (ninety) calendar days; 
(e) It becomes illegal for the Bank to continue the provision of services or fulfilment of any other obligation under this Agreement.
11.4 In the event of the early termination of the Agreement, the Recipient shall pay the EIB the fraction of the Price corresponding to the Services effectively provided, as well as the costs for terminating the service contracts with the Third Parties up to the date of termination and any reasonable costs incurred by the EIB in relation to the early termination of this Agreement. 
11.5 Article 11.4 shall not be applicable in cases the Agreement is terminated by the Recipient due to gross negligence or willful misconduct of EIB, resulting in default to perform the Services. 
11.6 Any delay by a Party in exercising its rights to terminate the Agreement shall not constitute a waiver thereof.


12. [bookmark: _Toc510015626][bookmark: _Toc510015887][bookmark: _Toc510016017][bookmark: _Toc510016155][bookmark: _Toc510016287][bookmark: _Toc510016430]Audit

12.1 The Recipient acknowledges that:
(a) the European Court of Auditors (the “ECA”), the European Commission and/or the agents of the European Commission including the European Anti-Fraud Office (the “Agents”) and all other EU institutions or EU bodies which are entitled to verify the use of EU Funds (jointly referred to as the “EU Authorities”); and 
(b) any competent national or regional authority of Bulgaria (the “National Authorities”), including the duly authorised representatives of any of the abovementioned entities, shall have the right to carry out audits and controls and to request information in respect of this Agreement and its execution.

The Recipient shall permit the EU Authorities and the National Authorities to perform monitoring visits and inspect its business operations, books and records. As these controls may include on the spot controls of the Recipient, the Recipient shall permit access to its premises to the EU Authorities and the National Authorities during normal business hours.
12.2 The EIB will provide copies of the invoices and, upon request from the Recipient, all other relevant available supporting documentation for eligible expenditures under this Agreement, in order to allow National Authorities to verify the use of EU Funds by Bulgaria, including their legality and regularity. The purpose of such verification would be to allow National Authorities and EU Authorities to confirm the veracity of claims submitted by Bulgaria. It is understood that such verification will be limited to information on the use of the financing provided by the EU Funds pursuant to this Agreement, and would not equate to an audit of the EIB. 
12.3 It is understood that given the status of the EIB as a EU body, National Authorities do not enjoy any auditing rights over the EIB Group, and the EIB is only subject to audit verification – including on-the-spot-visits – performed directly by the European Court of Auditors in accordance with Article 287(3) TFEU and the Tripartite Agreement entered into between the European Court of Auditors, the European Commission and the EIB, mentioned therein.

13. [bookmark: a542078][bookmark: _Toc259609761][bookmark: _Toc510015632][bookmark: _Toc510015893][bookmark: _Toc510016023][bookmark: _Toc510016161][bookmark: _Toc510016293][bookmark: _Toc510016436]Status

13.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015633][bookmark: _Toc510015894][bookmark: _Toc510016024][bookmark: _Toc510016162][bookmark: _Toc510016294][bookmark: _Toc510016437]The relationship of the EIB (EIB experts and Third parties procured by the EIB) to the Recipient will be that of independent contractor and nothing in this Agreement shall render it an employee, worker, agent or partner of the Recipient and the EIB shall not hold itself out as such and shall procure that no EIB experts or Third parties shall hold himself out as such.

13.2 [bookmark: _Toc510015634][bookmark: _Toc510015895][bookmark: _Toc510016025][bookmark: _Toc510016163][bookmark: _Toc510016295][bookmark: _Toc510016438]The EIB does not owe the Recipient any fiduciary duty.

14. [bookmark: a69508][bookmark: _Toc259609762][bookmark: _Toc299626291][bookmark: _Toc510015635][bookmark: _Toc510015896][bookmark: _Toc510016026][bookmark: _Toc510016164][bookmark: _Toc510016296][bookmark: _Toc510016439]Notices

14.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015636][bookmark: _Toc510015897][bookmark: _Toc510016027][bookmark: _Toc510016165][bookmark: _Toc510016297][bookmark: _Toc510016440]Any notice subject to a term given under this Agreement shall be in writing and signed by or on behalf of the Party giving it and shall be served by delivering it personally, or sending it by pre-paid recorded delivery or registered post to the relevant Party clearly stating in the subject “Project Advisory Support Service Agreement – Bulgaria” at the address set out below or by sending it to the e-mail address notified by the relevant Party to the other Party:

	for the EIB:
	Attention: Ms. Elena Campelo Aubarell
Head of Project Advisory Support Unit
Regional Development Division
Urban and Territorial Development Department
Project Directorate
98-100 boulevard Konrad Adenauer
L-2950 Luxembourg
Email: e.campeloaubarell@eib.org


	for the Recipient:
	Attention: Mrs. Galina Simeonova
Director General DG „Operational Programme Environment“
67 William Gladstone Str. 
1000 Sofia
Bulgaria
e-mail:  galina.simeonova@moew.government.bg


14.2 [bookmark: _Toc510015637][bookmark: _Toc510015898][bookmark: _Toc510016028][bookmark: _Toc510016166][bookmark: _Toc510016298][bookmark: _Toc510016441]Either Party shall inform the other Party in writing without undue delay of any change of the above address details. Until receipt of notification of such changes, a Party may validly serve notice to the last address duly notified to it.

14.3 [bookmark: _Toc510015638][bookmark: _Toc510015899][bookmark: _Toc510016029][bookmark: _Toc510016167][bookmark: _Toc510016299][bookmark: _Toc510016442]The date of delivery, registration or, as the case may be, the stated date of receipt of transmission shall be conclusive for the determination of the date of receipt.

14.4 [bookmark: _Toc510015639][bookmark: _Toc510015900][bookmark: _Toc510016030][bookmark: _Toc510016168][bookmark: _Toc510016300][bookmark: _Toc510016443]Other notices and communications may be made by hand delivery, registered letter or facsimile or, to the extent agreed by the Parties by written agreement, by email or other electronic communication.

14.5 [bookmark: _Toc510015640][bookmark: _Toc510015901][bookmark: _Toc510016031][bookmark: _Toc510016169][bookmark: _Toc510016301][bookmark: _Toc510016444]Without affecting the validity of any notice delivered by facsimile or by e-mail according to the paragraphs above, a copy of each notice delivered by facsimile or by e-mail shall also be sent by letter to the relevant Party on the next following business day at the latest.

15. [bookmark: _Toc510015641][bookmark: _Toc510015902][bookmark: _Toc510016032][bookmark: _Toc510016170][bookmark: _Toc510016302][bookmark: _Toc510016445]Amendments

15.1 Any amendment or waiver of, or any consent given under, any provision of this Agreement shall be in writing and, in the case of an amendment, signed by the Parties.
15.2 Neither Party may assign or transfer to a third party, or otherwise dispose of, this Agreement or any rights or obligations hereunder, without the prior written agreement of the other Party.

16. [bookmark: a810324][bookmark: _Toc259609765][bookmark: _Toc510015643][bookmark: _Toc510015904][bookmark: _Toc510016034][bookmark: _Toc510016172][bookmark: _Toc510016304][bookmark: _Toc510016447]Counterparts 

16.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015644][bookmark: _Toc510015905][bookmark: _Toc510016035][bookmark: _Toc510016173][bookmark: _Toc510016305][bookmark: _Toc510016448]This agreement will be executed in three (3) originals in the English language and in three (3) originals in the Bulgarian language. 

16.2 [bookmark: _Toc510015645][bookmark: _Toc510015906][bookmark: _Toc510016036][bookmark: _Toc510016174][bookmark: _Toc510016306][bookmark: _Toc510016449]In case of conflict, the English language version shall prevail.

17. [bookmark: clause1][bookmark: _Toc510015646][bookmark: _Toc510015907][bookmark: _Toc510016037][bookmark: _Toc510016175][bookmark: _Toc510016307][bookmark: _Toc510016450]Severance

17.1 [bookmark: a698933][bookmark: _Toc510015647][bookmark: _Toc510015908][bookmark: _Toc510016038][bookmark: _Toc510016176][bookmark: _Toc510016308][bookmark: _Toc510016451]The invalidity, unenforceability or illegality of any provision (or part of a provision) of this Agreement under the laws of any jurisdiction shall not affect the validity, enforceability or legality of the other provisions.

17.2 [bookmark: a478670][bookmark: _Toc510015648][bookmark: _Toc510015909][bookmark: _Toc510016039][bookmark: _Toc510016177][bookmark: _Toc510016309][bookmark: _Toc510016452][bookmark: a359117][bookmark: _Toc259609767]If any invalid, unenforceable or illegal provision would be valid, enforceable and legal if some part of it were deleted, the provision shall apply with whatever modification as is necessary to give effect to the commercial intention of the Parties.

18. [bookmark: _Toc510015649][bookmark: _Toc510015910][bookmark: _Toc510016040][bookmark: _Toc510016178][bookmark: _Toc510016310][bookmark: _Toc510016453]Publicity

The Recipient shall carry out adequate information and publicity measures in accordance with the provisions of the EU Funds, as well as with the Bulgarian visibility rules for EU Funds financed projects. All materials (Outputs) prepared within this Agreement shall at least include the Bulgarian Government’s logo, the EU logo, the EIB logo and the logo for EU Funds in Bulgaria.

19. [bookmark: _Toc299626295][bookmark: _Toc510015650][bookmark: _Toc510015911][bookmark: _Toc510016041][bookmark: _Toc510016179][bookmark: _Toc510016311][bookmark: _Toc510016454]Governing law and jurisdiction
19.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015651][bookmark: _Toc510015912][bookmark: _Toc510016042][bookmark: _Toc510016180][bookmark: _Toc510016312][bookmark: _Toc510016455]The Parties shall use their reasonable efforts to settle amicably any dispute or complaint relating to the interpretation, application or fulfilment of this Agreement, including its existence, validity or termination. In the absence of an amicable settlement within 30 calendar days from the notification of such dispute or complaint, either Party may refer the matter to the courts referred to in Article 19.3 below.

19.2 [bookmark: _Toc510015652][bookmark: _Toc510015913][bookmark: _Toc510016043][bookmark: _Toc510016181][bookmark: _Toc510016313][bookmark: _Toc510016456]This Agreement and any dispute or claim arising out of or in connection with it or its subject matter or formation (including non-contractual disputes or claims) shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the general principles of law common to the Member States as interpreted by the Court of Justice of the European Union.

19.3 [bookmark: _Toc510015653][bookmark: _Toc510015914][bookmark: _Toc510016044][bookmark: _Toc510016182][bookmark: _Toc510016314][bookmark: _Toc510016457]The Parties irrevocably agree that the Court of Justice of the European Union shall have exclusive jurisdiction to settle any dispute or claim that arises out of or in connection with this agreement or its subject matter or formation (including non-contractual disputes or claims).

	
Signed for and on behalf of
EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK
	Signed for and on behalf of
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND WATER
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1. [bookmark: _Toc510015654][bookmark: _Toc510016458]BACKGROUND INFORMATION
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc510015655][bookmark: _Toc510016459]Background of the assignment
[bookmark: _Toc510015661][bookmark: _Toc510015922][bookmark: _Toc510016052][bookmark: _Toc510016190][bookmark: _Toc510016322][bookmark: _Toc510016465]
The EIB has been very active in Bulgaria over the last 25 years both in terms of lending and technical assistance. Lending is concentrated in the transport, environment, energy, banking and SME sectors. Since the first operations, substantial advisory support has been provided, largely by EIB sector experts but also by Third Parties, at various stages of the project cycle. Signed Project Support Service Agreements for Bulgaria since 2016 have proven to be a successful initiative. They bared a strong additionality by addressing directly suboptimal investment situation and capacity building needs. They also brought high value added to the Bulgarian beneficiaries. 
[bookmark: _Hlk137207697]The Agreement between the EIB and the MA PE refers to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Project Support for EU projects in Bulgaria, signed on the 7th of July 2022 for the Programming Period 2021-2027. The MoU identified three broad areas where support from the EIB could be provided: Area 1: Project Delivery ; Area 2:Institutional Capacity ; and Area 3:Sector Strategic Documents. With the financial support of Program "Environment 2021-2027" (PE), priority "Water", the water sector is the main target for the resources provided in the program to support measures related to improvement of the water supply and sewerage infrastructure in order to achieve compliance with the requirements of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive 91/271/EEC.
The main results of PE 2021-2027 support are the implementation of measures for collecting, treatment and discharge of wastewater in agglomerations above 10 000 p.e. that do not comply with the requirements of the EU legislation, efficiency of water supply networks and reduction of water losses and strengthening the capacity of the relevant stakeholders. Therefore, this assignment relates mainly to the need for provision of straightforward support for the efficient implementation and management of the strategic investments in the water sector, in line with all other support measures, as described below. 
This Agreement relates also to the support that will be provided for the efficient implementation and management of the strategic investments in other Priorities of Program "Environment 2021-2027":
· Priority 2 “Waste”
· Priority 3 “Biodiversity”

[bookmark: _Toc510015665][bookmark: _Toc510016469]1.2	Related initiatives
The OPE 2014-2020 provides financing for:
· Support for the regional investment planning in the water supply and sewerage sector with beneficiary Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works (MRDP)  or preparation of 7 Regional Feasibility Studies (RFS), in order to allow the Regional Water Operators to prepare strategic investments in agglomerations above 10 000 p.e. to be financed by the PE 2021-2027. In addition, there is a technical assistance partnership between the MRDPW and JASPERS for review and issuing guidance and completion notes on the RFS;
· Preparation of related documents for water supply and sewerage for the territory of Sofia Municipality - phase 2 with beneficiary Sofia Municipality for preparation of the RFS in order to allow the Municipality to prepare mature investments in agglomerations above 10 000 p.e. to be financed by the PE. In addition, technical assistance from JASPERS for review and issuing guidance and completion notes on the documents is also expected;
· Support for the efficiency, management and institutional capacity in relation to the implementation of the water and sewerage sector reform with beneficiary MRDPW, under which training are to be provided for WSS operators and Water Supply and Sanitation Association (WSSA), related to the relevant legal framework and compliance requirements, contract (between the WSS operators and WSSA) management issues, infrastructure development planning, business planning, revaluation of assets, funding mechanisms, technologies and equipment;
· By the end of 2023 the Managing Authority of PE (MA PE) is planning to launch a direct grant award procedure for WSS infrastructure for 7 regional water projects of 7 WSSO, based on the RFS as prepared;

The “Bulgarian Water Supply & Sewerage (WSS) Holding” EAD (Bulgarian Water Holding) is a 100% state owned under the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works. Its statute’s capital is 1 billion BGN and assists by financing Water Supply and Sewerage Operators. The creation of this structure has key significance for the development of water supply and sanitation sector, the coordination and management control of the water utilities. 
The MA PE, in its capacity of Managing Authority, provides active support for project preparation and implementation, including methodological guidelines, and project management procedures, trainings, information initiatives, consultations etc., also in close cooperation with the Bulgarian Water Holding, in its capacity of water sector principal. 
JASPERS is other related Advisory initiative managed by the EIB with a mandate that focuses on project preparation, while the PAS Team focuses on project implementation. In this context however, the exact scope of advisory services is defined through discussions between the MA PE and the EIB. Close cooperation within EIB will ensure consistency of approach, the avoidance of duplication and smooth interface between the support offered at all stages of the project cycle. Regular meetings between the MA PE, JASPERS and the PAS Team will enable to strengthen coordination of the EIB advisory services, with a view to ensure a smooth cooperation, develop synergies and avoid overlaps. Nevertheless, the final responsibility for avoiding double funding lies with the MA PE.

2. [bookmark: _Toc510015666][bookmark: _Toc510016470]OVERVIEW OF THE ASSIGNMENT
2.1 Overview 
The objective of the assignment is to facilitate high quality and uniform implementation of several regional infrastructure water projects with support of PE 2021-2027, in line with the standardized requirements of the program, by providing horizontal support to the MA PE and targeted support for Water Supply and Sanitation Operators (WSSO) as beneficiaries, throughout projects` implementation. 
According to the OPE and the PE, the preparation and implementation of projects in the water sector follows a regional approach based on the principle that water supply and sewerage infrastructure will be financed in consolidated districts, served by one WSSO, based on one RFS and one application form. The main objective of the RFSs is to analyse the investment needs at regional level (including in agglomerations between 2 000 and 10 000 p.e.) from technical and economic point of view, to identify cost-effective solutions that can be implemented within one district and that can contribute to the compliance with national and European legislation for water protection. 
Accordingly, the OPE provides grant financing for the preparation of RFS for 6 designated WSS territories aimed at preparing regional infrastructure projects for agglomerations above 10 000 p.e. to be financed under priority 1 “Water” of the PE 2021-2027. The targeted WSS projects under PE 2012-2027 will be the: designated territories of 6 WSSO including the water projects of WSSOs Yovkovtsi Veliko Tarnovo, Gabrovo, Pleven, Sofia district, Targovishte, Haskovo, the one of WSSO Dobrich - which was not able to sign a Grant Agreement in the 2014-2020 programming period - and that of Sofia Municipality - part 2. These 8 projects fall within the scope of the current Agreement as the preparatory steps for supporting them in the PE 2021-2027 have started already under the PASSA 2014-2020. Support for the above mentioned WSSOs may be assigned under the current Agreement, also the list of projects can be updated during the implementation period upon request of MA PE and the acceptance of EIB. The support for these projects within the Agreement may be provided when projects’ performance start thus ensuring uniform and effective implementation of the projects and avoiding duplication with the Jaspers mandate focused on the project preparation. 
Further to the new water projects several under implementation water projects will be phased, since they will not be completed within the Operational Program "Environment 2014-2020" period that ends in 2023. To contribute to the successful implementation of the projects of Burgas, Varna and Sliven subject to phasing between the 2014 - 2020 and 2021-2027 programmes in priority "Water" sector these WSSOs may be supported in ensuring that these projects are implemented in line with the guidance for phased projects and by the required deadlines for both phases. The support for the operators with phased projects within this Agreement is subject of request of the MA PE and acceptance of EIB.
The assignment may also refer to need for provision of straightforward support for the efficient implementation and management of the strategic investments of regional water projects upon request from MA PE that will be financed during the next programming period 2027 - 2034. This targeted support may focus to capacity building of WSSOs whose RFSs may be under preparation at that time in future.
More specifically the activities of the assignment are:
· Horizontal support to the MA PE in order to assist the MA PE while performing its monitoring and control functions at the stage of projects implementation and ensuring that all project management activities and procedures are in place and function properly. The support shall include regular site visits to all above mentioned beneficiaries, analysis of projects status and project management performance, identifying issues and risks, and regular reporting to the MA PE throughout the process of project implementation, providing recommendations for corrective measures;
· Targeted support, based on the results of the horizontal support, in order to address specific issues and risks as identified that require further elaboration. Each targeted support shall be delivered by the EIB upon the request of the MA. The specific scope of each task shall be agreed upon in advance between the Parties.
· Targeted support under the current Agreement:
· Priority 1 “Water”: based on the results of the horizontal support, in order to address specific issues and risks as identified that require further elaboration. 
· Priority 2 “Waste”: focusing on support upon the request of MA PE.
· Priority 3 “Biodiversity”: Focusing on inspections to verify the presence  of invasive alien species and non-typical species via dedicated site visits upon request of MA PE; Assisting the MA while planning and designing the calls for proposals for biodiversity, ensuring that all project activities and their localities fully correspond to the national prioritised action framework for Natura 2000 for 2021-2027 period (NPAF 2021-2027) - the support shall include site visits to the protected sites specified within the NPAF to define the distribution areas of the respective habitat type and/or species, identification of the activities to be performed in order to ensure the implementation of the NPAF measures, identifying issues and risks, determining the ownership and way of use of the respective properties within the target areas (check in the cadastre); and reporting to the MA PE throughout the process, providing recommendations for the purposes of the design of the calls for proposals; Providing expert statements during the project selection and/or project implementation or after the project activities are completed in order to verify the successful performance.
Each targeted support shall be delivered by the EIB upon the request of the MA PE in collaboration with MA PE. The specific scope of each task shall be agreed upon in advance between the Parties.
The overall assumptions upon which this assignment is based are:
· The EIB will benefit from the continued and active collaboration of the Ministry of Environment and Water, Managing Authority and other stakeholders – e.g. MRDPW, WSS operators, municipalities, National Protection Service Directorate within the MOEW, policy making and policy implementing bodies within the MOEW, etc.
· The EIB will be given timely and complete access to all relevant documents, other information and people related to projects or activities to be carried out under this assignment. 
· The EIB will be given access to attend all relevant meetings of the MA and the stakeholders in the context of this assignment.
· The MA will request from the EIB the delivery of the Services in a timely manner in a way to allow EIB with sufficient time to procure Third Parties.
· Terms of Reference for Third Parties and Task Order for each Activity assignment that will also define the scope of the requested services under this Agreement will be prepared by the EIB and approved by MA. 
· The MA will coordinate and prioritize the requests for the PASSA assistance .
· The MA will provide a single set of consolidated feedback/comments to the Outputs submitted by the EIB.
· The independent opinions (e.g. on contractual claims, disputes, independent tests, etc.) that the EIB will provide will not be subject to MA PE’s approval from the content perspective. The MA PE will approve them from the structure, linguistic and format perspectives. 
· The MA PE will approve the Outputs submitted by the EIB.
Should any of the above overall assumptions not materialise, the successful outcome of the Assignment will not be considered to be jeopardized, considering the tasks are predefined as a subject of the current Agreement and will be assigned upon request of the MA PE according to the needs and respecting their added value. 
The EIB will act as an independent advisor to the Recipient. Hence, the role of the EIB will be to advise and complement, but not to replace, displace or fulfil the roles and responsibilities of the relevant counterparts in the MA PE nor those of existing technical assistance for the MA. Final performance in project implementation will remain the responsibility of the Beneficiaries, as per their specific roles and accountabilities.
2.2 Key Orientations
There are three key issues to be mentioned under the orientations for the Services that will be performed under the present Agreement:
a. Climate action and environmental sustainability
Pursuant to EIB’s EU Climate Bank commitments to be implemented and achieved as set out in the EIB Group Climate Bank Roadmap 2021-2025[footnoteRef:5] (agreed by the EIB Group Board in November 2019 and 2020 respectively), the Services performed under the present PASSA shall be aligned with the principles set out therein. The PAS Team, as part of the EIB Group, will not undertake any advisory assignments on activities that have been classified as ineligible for EIB Group support (“not supported”) as per Annex 2 of the Climate Bank Roadmap, as this document may be modified from time to time, unless specific EU legislative and/or mandate requirements dictate otherwise. For all other activities, including those where it is not yet known if they will be eligible for EIB Group financing, advisory services are supported. As a matter of rule, the MA OPE, when requesting support in relationship with a specific project, should confirm that the project is aligned with the goals of the Paris Agreement. Based on reasonable evidence and on the criteria mentioned above, the EIB may refuse to provide support for projects that would not be aligned with such goals. [5:  www.eib.org/attachments/thematic/eib_group_climate_bank_roadmap_en.pdf] 

b. Added value, knowledge transfer and knowledge management.
The MA PE and the EIB recognise that the Services to be performed under the present Agreement shall generate а value added, justifying the specific involvement of the EIB. The Agreement should not displace resources available on the regular Bulgarian consultancy market.
Furthermore, the aim of the Agreement is also to ensure transfer of knowledge to the MA PE, the respective stakeholders and Beneficiaries. In this regard, the PAS Team will develop knowledge transfer activities, and will also propose knowledge management tools to be developed for the MA PE and beneficiaries staff.
This will be achieved by a combination of:
· Formal training and workshops,
· On-site and office work;
· Elaboration of structured guidelines,
· Staff coaching and if needed, a day-to-day support (focusing on approach and methods rather than on punctual problem-solving)
· Advise on knowledge management including development and use of related IT-based solutions.
c. Link with EIB lending activities 
Several EU Funded projects are also cofunded by the EIB. It is therefore recognised that the PAS Team support to EU funded projects should be particularly focused on the preparation and implementation of EIB-funded projects.
The EIB Experts will focus on implementation support in procurement, contract administration, quality control and monitoring, most particularly to facilitate the implementation of projects benefiting from EU Funds and EIB loans (where the two are combined). Support will be targeted at the appropriate level in order to accelerate inter-ministerial coordination, decision-making and thereby the execution of works on the ground, thus positively impacting EU grant absorption and EIB loan disbursement.

3. [bookmark: _Toc510015667][bookmark: _Toc510016471]DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE ASSIGNMENT
[bookmark: _Toc510016473]3.1	Activities of this assignment

TASK A. Horizontal support to the MA PE
Horizontal support to the MA PE consists of: 
               TASK A1 Inception activities 
· EIB/Third party staff mobilization;
· Acquaintance with PE requirements on project management;
· Initial Site visits in each of the beneficiaries: analysis and recommendations on status of each project and PMU setup;
· Elaboration of methodology and tools for conducting the assignment, including: questionnaires, check-lists and other working documents, as considered necessary by the EIB/Third party;
· Preparation of Inception report on Task A1.

               TASK A2 Activities during project implementation
· Regular every three months site visits in each of the Beneficiaries; 
· The site visits for some of the 8 projects of WSSOs Yovkovtsi Veliko Tarnovo, Gabrovo, Pleven, Sofia district, Targovishte, Haskovo, Dobrich and Sofia municipality- part 2 will be carried out when the Yellow FIDIC contracts are concluded.
· The site visits for the rest of the abovementioned 8 projects will be carried out when the design contracts are concluded.
The main focus of the site visits remains the construction works on ground.
· Regular analysis of projects status, including physical and financial progress, project timetable, public procurement and contracting, legal matters etc.;
· Analysis of PMU performance, including adequate performing of functions and responsibilities in order to ensure sound project management;
· Provision of additional guidelines for project implementation in the sector (including standardization of procedures and documents),in line with all PE project implementation guidelines provided by the MA and the PMU relevant functions;
· Provision of additional trainings on the project implementation and management; Special focus be given to training on managing FIDIC design-build contracts. 
· Identifying issues and risks, throughout the process of project implementation;
· Regular every three months reporting to the MA PE , and provision of recommendations – preparation of Interim quarterly reports on Task A2;

TASK B. Targeted support 
Targeted support shall be available upon request of MA PE , in order to address specific issues and risks that require further action. The specific scope of each task shall be agreed upon in advance between the Parties through a Task Order (Annex 6). For each Activity requested by MA and accepted by EIB, the EIB Assignment Manager will transmit to the Third Party a specific request (Task Order), detailing the need to be answered, the expected result (such as opinion, report or improved document), the relevant deadlines, the estimated expert involvement as well as any other relevant aspects. The tasks might be related to:
· Priority 1 “Water”: the administrative, financial, technical and legal implementation aspects of the projects and may include issues related to the internal project management procedures and project reporting. 
· Priority 2 “Waste”: support on projects elaboration related to separate waste collection and reuse centres.
· Priority 3 “Biodiversity”: Inspections to verify the presence and locality of invasion species via site visits during the project evaluation; Defining the distribution of target habitat types and species with definition of respective localities of the interventions and applicable activities in order to ensure the implementation of the NPAF measures; Providing expert statements during the project selection and/or project implementation or after the project activities are completed in order to verify the successful performance.
An estimation of the next 4months workload of experts to be agreed during the meetings in fourth- month period between the Parties.
Each task includes but may not be limited to:
· Analysis of the background of the issue and identified status;
· Analysis of the effect/risk of the issue on the overall project implementation;
· Analysis of the possible solutions;
· Specific recommendations.
[bookmark: _Toc510015669][bookmark: _Toc510016474]
3.2	Deliverables 
EIB shall provide the following deliverables:
	Name of deliverable and task reference 
	Content
	Time of submission
	Recipient 

	Inception Report 
(Task A1)
	General information: 
Objectives of the task assignment;
Short summary;
Labor inputs;
Meetings held;

Specific information:
EIB/Third party staff mobilization;
Work plan, methodology and tools for conducting the assignment;
Main OPE requirements on project management;
Initial information on the status of the regional projects (analysis and recommendations on status of each project and PMU setup);
Planned schedule of activities under the assignment for Task A2;
 
	No later than 3 months after the start of the services 
	MA PE

Copy to: Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works under Priority 1 of PE

	Interim Reports (Task A2)
	General information: 
Background of the task assignment;
Short summary;
Labor inputs;
Meetings held;

Specific information:
Overall project status;
Status of implementation of recommendations as given in previous interim reports;
PMU performance;
Guidelines and trainings as provided;
Challenges and risks as identified;
Recommendations for corrective measures, in order to ensure that all management activities and procedures are in place and function properly;
Any specific needs (if there are such) to provide grounds for the Recipient to assign additional targeted support under individual projects;
Follow-up activities;

Conclusions on horizontal level:
Horizontal overall findings;
Horizontal risk analysis;
Horizontal recommendations;
	Every three months, no later than 10 days after the end of each 3 monthly implementation period 
	MA PE

Copy to: Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works under Priority 1 of PE



	Report on each specific task assigned as a targeted support 
(Task B)

	General information: 
Background of the task assignment;
Short summary;
Labor inputs;
Meetings and site visits held;

Specific information:
Specific scope of the task;
Analysis of the background of the issue and identified status;
Analysis of the effect/risk of the issue on the overall project implementation;
Analysis of the possible solutions;
Recommendations;
Outputs of the targeted support;
Follow-up activities;
	After the completion of the specific task 
	MA PE



	Progress reports as a basis for interim payments
	Brief outline of progress under the assignment, for the period corresponding to the payments requested

	Twice per year
No later than 15 days after the end of each 6-months implementation period.
	MA PE


	Draft Final Report
	Short description of achievements including problems encountered and recommendations.
	No later than 1 month before the end of the implementation period.
	MA PE


	Final Report as a basis for final payment
	Description of achievements including problems encountered and recommendations; a financial report
	Within 1 month of receiving comments on the draft final report
	MA PE



[bookmark: _Toc510015670][bookmark: _Toc510016475]
3.3	Management and Coordination of the Programme
At the EIB, the PJ/UTD/REGDEV/PASU (Project Advisory Support Unit) is responsible for the daily supervision and technical follow up. For this purpose, a Programme Coordinator in Luxembourg and a Senior EIB Expert in Sofia, who will act as Assignment Manager; will be assigned to oversee the assignment. The Consultant Procurement and Contract Management division is responsible for contractual and administrative matters. 

At the MA PE, the head of the Managing authority and designated persons are responsible for the assignment.

4. [bookmark: _Toc510015671][bookmark: _Toc510016476]LOGISTICS, TIMING AND STAFF
[bookmark: _Toc510015672][bookmark: _Toc510016477]4.1	Location
Some of the work (the office work) will be done in Sofia, Bulgaria at the premises of the Service Provider but also missions will be arranged to the premises of the Water operators and other beneficiaries.
[bookmark: _Toc510015673][bookmark: _Toc510016478]4.2	Key dates and Period of execution
The intended start date shall be no later than 21 days from the signature of service contract between the EIB and the Third party.

The deadline for implementation of project activities for the assignment shall be no later than 15 January 2027. The administrative closure of this Agreement shall occur no later than 1 March 2027.

The Third Party will be expected to input a maximum period of 36 months, with a maximum of 20 working days per month per expert and a maximum of 210 working days per year. 
A kick-off meeting shall be scheduled in Sofia, at MA PE offices, within a reasonable period following the signature of the Third Party service contract. Attendants to the kick-off meeting will be the EIB, the MoEW and other relevant stakeholders required to this meeting.

[bookmark: _Toc510015674][bookmark: _Toc510016479][bookmark: _Hlk137633611]4.3	Staff
[bookmark: _Toc510015675][bookmark: _Toc510016480]EIB and Third Party shall provide a dedicated team/s, consisting of a Team-Leader, Key-Experts and Non-Key Experts to provide the services requested. 
The team shall include, but may not be limited to:
· EIB Expert Environmental –and project management expert (Category I)
· Team Leader: Team Leader/Water/Waste expert responsible for the overall delivery of the Assignment (Category II)
· Deputy Team Leader: Deputy Team Leader/Biodiversity expert responsible for the overall delivery of the Assignment, focusing on biodiversity (Category II)
· 2 Key Experts
· Project Management Expert: providing expertise on the overall task performance in line with the assignment and PE requirements (Category II);
· Public Procurement Expert (Category II)
· 8 Non-key experts
· FIDIC Expert: providing expertise basically on FIDIC (training) but also on contracts/ claims, legal matters, including public procurement, contract management, spatial development procedures etc. (Category II);
· Financial / Business Planning Expert: providing expertise on financial and accounting issues (Category II);
· Water/Project Management Expert (Category II): providing expertise on technical engineering aspects, related to water linear infrastructure and treatment facilities (Category II);
· Waste/Project Management Expert: providing expertise on waste projects, separate collection, reuse, recycling, material recovery facilities etc. (Category II); 
· Biodiversity/Environmental Expert/s: providing expertise on management of Natura 2000 protected sites, protection of various species/habitat types etc. (Category II)
· Legal Expert (Category II): providing expertise on Legal issues; 
· State Aid Expert (Category II): providing expertise on State Aid issues
· Expert on financial instruments.;  

Breakdown of staff input: 
The Service as detailed in section 3.1 is expected to require approximately 2,000 working person-days from the Third Party experts over a period of 36 months. 
4.4	Facilities to be provided by MA PE to the Third Party 
The Third Party will arrange for an office in Sofia for his experts and shall provide all the necessary IT and communication equipment s/he considers necessary for carrying out the assignment.
Meetings will take place at the EIB, the MA PE or the Third Party offices in Sofia.





                                                                                         Annex 2

Bank Account Details – EIB



Account Holder's name: Banque Europeenne d’ Investissement

Holder’s address: 100, boulevard Konrad Adenauer,  L-2950 Luxembourg

Bank name: Banque et Caisse d'Epargne de l'Etat, Luxembourg

Account number: IBAN LU08 0019 0150 0467 5000

SWIFT code: BCEELULL


Annex 3

Template invoice – Third party

								

	Date:	INVOICE


<TEMPLATE – THIRD PARTIES>	Invoice No:
	Payment Date:

	EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK	
98-100, Boulevard Konrad Adenauer
L-2950 Luxembourg
Tel: (+352) 43 79 1

Contact person: [NAME]
Division: 

	      To
	Recipient






VAT Number: NOT APPLICABLE


			

<Advance payment> / <Interim payment number …. > / <Final payment> <“Third party”>, :, according with art. < “Payments” under Agreement Nr <number to be inserted> under project <title to be inserted>  
Your reference: 

Total Amount Due EUR:	

We would appreciate if you could please pay this amount, as per the payment terms indicated, to the following account:

Banque & Caisse Epargne Etat, Luxembourg
(SWIFT code: BCEELULL)
Account number IBAN LU08 0019 0150 0467 5000
Account Holder’s Name : Banque Européenne d’Investissement / 

IMPORTANT: Please mention the above invoice number and the Project Support Service Agreement number AA …. as reference.

Yours sincerely,


TA2024……….. BG PMM

EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK
8

Annex 4
INCEPTION REPORT 


	Reporting period:  
	………………………………………………………………………….

	TA operation title and reference:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Recipient:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Date of Report submission:
	………………………………………………………………………….



Please provide the information listed below. Please make sure that all information as provided is sufficient and clearly stated so the MA PE can receive an adequate estimation of the implementation status of the relevant projects.   

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Background of the task assignment: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Short summary: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Labor inputs: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Meetings held: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SPECIFIC INFORMATION:

EIB/Third party staff mobilization: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Work plan, methodology and tools for conducting the assignment: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Main PE requirements on project management to be observed (provided by MA PE): 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Initial information on the status of the regional projects: 
/Analysis and recommendations on status of each project and PMU setup, as well as sources of the information obtained in order to ensure that all projects are ready to commence implementation - please elaborate for each project/
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Planned schedule of activities under the assignment for Task A2: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………






Annex 5
INTERIM REPORT 


	Reporting period:  
	………………………………………………………………………….

	TA operation title and reference:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Recipient:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Date of Report submission:
	………………………………………………………………………….



Please provide the information listed below. Please make sure that all information as provided is sufficient and clearly stated so the MA PE can receive an adequate estimation of the implementation status of the relevant projects.   

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Background of the task assignment:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Short summary:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Labor inputs:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Meetings held:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SPECIFIC INFORMATION: please provide information on project level 

Overall project status and sources of information as obtained:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Status of implementation of recommendations as given in previous interim reports:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

PMU performance:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Guidelines and trainings as provided:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Issues and risks as identified:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Recommendations for corrective measures, in order to ensure that all management activities and procedures are in place and function properly:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Any specific needs (if there are such) to provide grounds for the Recipient to assign additional targeted support under individual projects:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Follow-up activities:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

CONCLUSIONS: please provide conclusions on horizontal level 

Horizontal overall findings: 
/please elaborate in general and also indicate references to specific projects if needed/
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Horizontal risk analysis:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
/please elaborate in general and also indicate references to specific projects if needed/


Horizontal recommendations:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
/please elaborate in general and also indicate references to specific projects if needed/














































Annex 6
TASK ORDER TEMPLATE

	Task Order (TO) under the contract <number and name>

	TO No. <number> of <date>

	
	

	1. Recipient requesting for assistance:
	MA

	Beneficiary, if applicable: 
	Please insert the beneficiary of the services 

	2. Scope of requested services:
	Please define the scope of the services 

	3. Specific Activities: 
	Please define the specific activities 

	4. Expected deliverables: 
	Please define the expected results 

	5. Language of deliverables: 
	Please choose below:
□ English
□ Bulgarian

	6. Information needed / documents required (also from the beneficiary, if applicable)
	Please list the information/ documents required from the beneficiary in order for the Third Party consultants to perform the above-mentioned activities 

	7. Expected start date of the services: 
	 Please insert the start date 

	8. Estimated duration of the services:  (calendar and deadline)
	 Please insert the end date, duration and calendar for the submission of deliverables 

	9. Profile(s) of expert(s) to be mobilised
	Please define the profile of the expert:
· Qualifications and skills 
· General professional experience 
· Specific professional experience 

	10. Estimated input of expert(s) (person-days)
	 

	11. Location of the services
	Please chose one of the below:
□ Third Party’s office  
□ Beneficiary’s office 
□ MA’s office
If none applies, please add another location. 

	12. TO will involve confidential information
	Yes/No

	13. Contact person(s): 
	 Please insert the contact person and details (email phone number, address)

	from Recipient
	

	from Beneficiary
	

	
	

	Confirmation of TO receipt by the Third Party [date and name of person]
	 







Annex 7
REPORT ON SPECIFIC TASK


	TA operation title and reference:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Recipient:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Project/WSSO reference, if applicable:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Task reference:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Date of Report submission:
	………………………………………………………………………….



Please provide the information listed below. Please make sure that all information as provided is sufficient and clearly stated so the MA OPE can receive an adequate estimation of the specific issue as addressed.   

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Background of the task assignment:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Short summary:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Labor inputs:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Meetings held:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

SPECIFIC INFORMATION:

Specific scope of the task:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Analysis of the background of the issue and identified status:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Analysis of the effect/risk of the issue on the overall implementation:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Analysis of the possible solutions:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Recommendations:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Outputs of the targeted support:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Follow-up activities:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………





Annex 8

PROGRESS REPORT 
AS A BASIS FOR INTERIM PAYMENT



	TA operation title and reference:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Recipient:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Period of reporting: 
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Date of Report submission:
	………………………………………………………………………….



Progress of assignment and deliverables:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Labor inputs:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Meetings held:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………


































Annex 9

FINAL REPORT 
AS A BASIS FOR FINAL PAYMENT



	TA operation title and reference:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Recipient:
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Period of reporting: 
	………………………………………………………………………….

	Date of Report submission:
	………………………………………………………………………….



Progress of assignment and deliverables:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Labor inputs:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Meetings held:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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EIB SERVICE PROVIDER TIMESHEET


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	Timesheet
	 
	

	 Assignment
	 Title of project 
	Month-Year
	Month-Year
	Month-Year
	Month-Year
	Month-Year
	Month-Year
	Month-Year
	Total 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	EIB Consultant Name
	
	Nb of days (including half days)*
	Nb of days (including half days)*
	Nb of days (including half days)*
	Nb of days (including half days)*
	Nb of days (including half days)*
	Nb of days (including half days)*
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	*half days will be charged based on the half of the daily rate
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Date and signature: EIB PAS Team Leader
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